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Inmate’s suit has all the elements of a paperback thriller

By TOM-LYONS
Sun staff writer

When -Michael - Barfield's lawyer - first
heard his story, it sounded so farfeiched he
almost laughed.out'loud.

It’s.common for state prison inmates to
¢laim their rights have been vioiated. But
Barfield’s complaint included a elassified
satellite,:a mysterious female navai intelli-
gence officer, secret code words, and FBI-
directed phone calls with Soviet:agents.

To - Oriando attorney Lee Barrett, the
back thriller..

mind and took the case.

But EBI agent Doug Jones said Barrett’s
-original reaction was correct.. Jones thinks

" ‘Barfield was spinning a spy story inspired

by:a novel.so he could get out of prison to
help federal agents.
If so, that pian misfired dramatically.
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yourig inmate’s story sounded like.a paper--

‘After some investigation; he changed his -

o
Barfield was an exceptionally intelligent
high school dropeut who worked in “an ex-
tremeily sensitive position on board two U.S.
Navy-aircraft carriers” beginning at age 17.

Within three years; the:soft-spoken, for-
mer Navy computer technician became a
prison inmate serving a three-year sen-
tence for furging checks and using stoien
credit cards. He was sent to 2 medium-secu-
rity prison.

And before the next year was out,
:Barfield spent 10 weeksin a place that very
few of the state's worst criminals bave seen:
an isolated . Death Watch cell a few steps
from the electric chair at Florida State Pris-
on in Starke.

Barfield — who was not even a discipline
-problem, according:to prison officials —
said the time spent in isolation was'a night-
mare. He said he was tormented by guards
-who acted as if ‘he was destined for the

chair.

Prison officials deny Barfield was tor-
mented. They said he was put in the Death
Watch cell because they wanted to keep
him away from other prisoners,

Richard Dugger, the director of Florida’s
prison system, was then superintendent at
the prison.

“I'd be the first to admit I never had a
case like this before or since,” Dugger said.
“We kept him fairly well isolated.”

Barfield and the FBI have very different
expianations for how he got there.

Barfield’s lawyer said the young inmate
was being harassed by the FB] as a suspect-
ed spy.

According to a sworn statement, Jones
believes Barfield lied his way into a big jam
— accidentally convincing agents he was a
security threat — and now is trying to lie his
way back out again.

See BARFIELD on page 74



